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A LA M EDA FLO A TIN G H O M E A SSO CIA TIO N 

New s Ar o u n d t h e Do c k s 

Gorgeous weather, lots of delicious food, 
strong spirits, and a great turnout re-
sulted in a wild and festive July 4th cele-
bration to remember ( that is, for those 
who still had memories intact once the 
day was over!!).  Barnhillers gathered on 
the party deck at Gate B where a case of 
Champagne (courtesy of Angela McIn-
tyre in memory of Dave) and a bar com-
plete with blender awaited.  Music 
poured forth from a CD player, while 
everyone mingled in the strong sunshine 
and flexed relevant body parts in prepa-
ration for the games cooked up by Ma-
yumi and Erika.  The big event, of course, 
was the blind boat race, followed by the 
water balloon toss.           (continued…) 
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Meanwhile Dan Debardeleben manned the grill, turning out many sa-
vory meats, and the table groaned with endless entrees, salads, and des-
serts.  One of the highlights was Robert Shashinda’s “Roadkill and Roots” 
chili (see Robert for secret recipe, but shop along the roadsides first!)  
Floyd fired his cannon, and people staggered off as the afternoon began 
to wane, rallying later for the excellent fireworks and police “boat show” 
in the estuary that night.  What a great day.  Happy Birthday, America! 

In a private ceremony conducted after the big party, Erika and Mayumi 
were presented with a grand prize of a Trader Joe’s gift certificate for 
winning the boat race in the amazing time of 2’40”, and creating a great 
slate of games - Thanks, Erika and Mayumi; you rock!

 

Dan was an expert at the grill. 

Bob and Aleida Schaff Dennis Martinez and Shelly Barnhill 

Peg Fraga and Beth Remenap Mayumi Stroy, Diane White and Ann Debardeleben 
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It takes a village… this phrase may be cliche, but it 
really does take a village when one of our marina 
neighbors is in the midst of a crisis.  On June 22, 
2005, during the lowest tide of the year, Bob and 
Aleida Schaff’s house at Dock E3 took on water 
and sank.  During the two days it took to raise 
and pump out the house, many neighbors came 
to their aid: securing property that was floating 
away, providing emotional support, food and 
shelter during those first trying days, and tackling 
the immense job of cleaning, sorting and invento-
rying Bob and Aleida’s personal property. Special 
kudos to the Herculean efforts of Debby Meyer, 
Beth Remenap and Jodi Bushnell who worked so 
hard for several days rescuing, sorting and remov-
ing belongings; to Sally Jessie and the Simon’s for 
providing food and continuing shelter, and to 
many other kind neighbors who provided sup-
port and assistance in so many ways.  As sad and 
difficult as those days in June were, it was inspir-
ing and a comfort to learn your Barnhill 
neighbors will be there for you in time of need.  
Well done, everyone! 

Beth Remenap and Debby Meyer rescue a chair. 

by Bob Schaff 

Our lives changed on the morning of June 22. And 
not for the better either – at least not in the short 
run. However with recent events in the South to 
remind us just how bad it can get, Aleida and I 
want to focus on expressing our thanks, and pass-
ing on what we learned during our summer vaca-
tion. Maybe you heard? Our house sank! 

It's different here – living on the water. We all 
know it. The rewards, and the risks. "Be Pre-
pared." For some of us, it’s a popular motto from 
Boy Scout days. But it takes on new meaning in 
our particular circumstances. That morning, I had 
less than five minutes to get out the door the first 
time,  and perhaps 15 minutes and two more trips  

The Schaff house, June 22, 2005 

before I had to wait hours wondering what would come 
next. 

I suspect that no amount of planning or rehearsal can 
prepare you for the real thing. But with much of it still 
fresh in our minds, here are some thoughts we'd like to 
share. 

First and foremost, have a "black bag" - something 
loaded with all the essentials and ready to grab in case 
of a real emergency. And make sure everyone knows 
where it is. Keep spare ID, bankcards, extra pairs of 
glasses, and a copy of your address book in it. 

                                                (Continued next page) 
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We grabbed the middle kitchen drawer. 
It worked, but we wished there had been 
more there! Your second and third trip 
can include the cat and the teddy bears 
(mine did!), but be sure to grab the black 
bag on your first trip out the door — or 
hand it out a window!  

About those old tax returns, current and 
historical financial statements, passports, 
vital immigration papers, birth and death 
documents, trusts and wills – if at all 
possible, find a place for these on shore. 
Better yet, make it possible. It’s a real 
mess to have to recreate or replace them. 
Possible in most cases, but a royal pain! 
And there’s usually very little coverage 
to help with the cost of replacement. 

We also found out that jewelry, cash 
money, and certain other valuables have 
very low coverage limits under most 
insurance policies. These might qualify 
for "black bag" treatment depending on 
your situation. Finding Allie’s jewelry 
box with her keepsakes and $1200 in 
cash in it – soggy but intact – that was a 
high point of the next day for us! 

Speaking of the digital revolution, that 
stuff doesn't like water – at all. The elec-
tronic keyboard, the palm pilot, the digi-
tal camera (should be next to the black 
bag!), the home theater system, or any of 
the other digi-tronic toys we've grown so 
accustomed to. Most of them will be left 
behind in a true emergency. And they 
will be destroyed by water. 

So where is your digital photo archive? 
On CDs on shore we hope. As we found 
out much to our surprise, old photos – 
that’s right, the traditional kind – will 
survive surprisingly well with a little 
loving post-tragedy care and a timely 
clean water rinse. But forget the ink jet 
version, or the ones left behind on new 
age media! 

Be sure to grab the laptop - and keep a 
spare charger in the black bag. You 
won’t have time to get the desktop out. 
And grab the digital camera if you can. 
You're going to need it. Print a password 
list monthly and stash it somewhere (you 
know, all those ridiculous passwords for  

stepped in without hesitation and covered 
the necessary effort to raise the house. 
This alone ran up a bill of over $20,000. 
That would have been a difficult check to 
write. This “Sue and Labor” coverage is 
unique to Red Shield among the insurance 
options available to those of us with Bay 
Area floating homes. 

Then, as with any policy, we found there 
were exclusions. It pays to know exactly 
what they are before a problem ever oc-
curs. We sweated bullets on this one, as 
some of you know. Once coverage was 
secured however, we found out just how 
important the provisions of this policy 
are. Read on. 

Water damage: Red Shield is the only 
option any of us have with coverage for 
the most obvious potential hazard of all - 
the house didn't burn, it got wet! Without 
this coverage, our tragedy would have 
become a nightmare. 

Replacement value: Our home will be 
rebuilt and our possessions replaced - at 
their current value. There will be no de-
preciation loss on anything we re-
purchase.  

Reconstruction: Our contractor and our 
architect will be paid for. In a time when 
building permits are more and more of an 
issue – even for floating homes – this was 
a big one for us. Yes, we will make 
changes at additional cost, but having the 
basic permit process covered is huge. 

Relocation: In the meantime, we have a 
lovely place to live while all this is going 
on (the Simon’s floating home at E9), and 
our stay is paid for. Another moral to this 
part of the story: good friends are worth a 
fortune – at any stage of life. 

The story goes on and on, so expect a 
Christmas installment. It's a long process. 
But for now all is well, we're warm and 
dry, and grateful for God's blessings. 

Please accept our heartfelt thanks – espe-
cially to Tim and Ann, Sally, Beth, Deb, 
Bill and Diane, Marv and Jodi – but also 
to our entire Barnhill family. Every one of 
you made a truly frightening episode just 
a bit more bearable. 

What We Learned: continued from page 3 

accounts you access online once every six 
months). By the way, there’s another spe-
cial coverage limit on computers and re-
lated gizmos – around $1,000. 

Expect to lose the appliances, the kitchen 
gadgets, your knives, the furniture, and 
many of your decorator goodies and keep-
sakes. They don’t like salt water – even 
after a good cleaning. But they make a 
wonderful furniture soup! 

And unless you're a Waterford, Limoges, 
or Hummel kind of a household, don't ex-
pect to get it cleaned up by insurance. 
We’re strictly IKEA and Pottery Barn, and 
at $42/hr., it's just not worth it to them. 
They'd rather buy you new stuff when the 
time comes. Scavenge what you want, 
what you can, photo document the rest, 
then carry it up to the parking lot and the 
dumpster. 

Now back to the scene of the crime. That 
morning, let's just say the Alameda Fire 
Department was a little under-equipped for 
the job. After all, it's not really up their 
alley. They’re usually pouring water into a 
house, not pumping it out of one. 

Fortunately our insurance carrier was and 
is Red Shield. With a timely assist from 
Bill and Diane White, we called John Ratto 
of Reliant Claims Service. John is Red 
Shield's independent San Francisco Bay 
Area claims representative for emergency 
situations – and there was no doubt that we 
qualified! 

He arrived at Barnhill within an hour of 
our call, and was truly a lifesaver. With his 
help, we hired Tim Parker Diving Service 
of Sausalito to raise the house from the 
water – beginning at 4:00 AM the follow-
ing morning. That show alone was worth 
the price of admission, as anyone who was 
there can tell you. 

John continued to support us in the weeks 
that followed, walked our claim all the way 
through a very difficult process – finally 
helping to secure our coverage – for which 
we will always be grateful. 

And now a bit more about our Red Shield 
experience – and strictly the facts, no ad-
vertising. To begin with, that morning they 



N E W S A R O U N D T H E D O C K S P A G E 5 

So what do I think about the differences between 
these insurers?  Easily the biggest difference is the 
lack of sinking coverage under the FAIR Plan.  
While Sausalito has experienced few sinkings due to 
salt water leaks, there have been a number of sink-
ings due to fresh water (plumbing) leaks.  Only you 
can decide if the cost difference is worth getting this 
valuable coverage.  Another big difference is the 
lack of theft coverage under the FAIR Plan, but theft 
has not been a major problem on the docks so far.  
Also keep in mind that neither insurer provides a 
significant amount of coverage for fine arts and jew-
elry.  If you want to insure those things, you need to 
buy a separate policy.          (See table on next page) 

By Ron Moreland 

[Editor’s Note: This article first appeared in  Floating Times  
(April/May 2005) and is reprinted with permission of the Sau-
salito Floating Homes Association.] 

If you are having problems getting insurance on 
your floating home, join the club.  Unfortunately, 
obtaining insurance on floating homes has at times 
been difficult and always expensive.  Over the 
years insurance companies willing to insure our 
homes have come and gone.  Recently, one of our 
three major insurers, ACE, left the floating home 
market.  So if you have insurance with ACE now, 
it will not be renewed.  This leaves us with

 

two 
insurers, Red Shield and the California FAIR Plan.  
There are significant differences between the cov-
erage offered by each and an even more significant 
difference in their cost. 

Generally speaking Red Shield offers more cover-
age, but the cost to obtain this coverage means 
paying almost twice the premium. [Editor: You 
can lower the monthly premium by increasing the 
deductible as high as $10,000.] So it makes sense 
for you to read more to find out the differences. 

For those of you who don’t know, the FAIR Plan 
is a State run program that provides insurance for 
homeowners and small businesses in “bad” areas 
where standard insurers provide little or no prop-
erty insurance.  Thanks to the FHA, floating 
homes are permanently part of the FAIR Plan’s 
territory.  Any California insurance broker can ob-
tain a policy for you through the FAIR Plan.  In-
surance through Red Shield can only be purchased 
through a limited number of insurance brokers. 

The FAIR Plan’s rates are less than one-half of 
Red Shield’s, but the coverage provided is less and 
you must purchase separate personal liability cov-
erage.  I strongly suggest that you obtain quotes 
from both Red Shield and the FAIR Plan, then de-
cide which option is best for you using the table on 
the following page.  Please keep in mind we have 
only tried to highlight the major differences as this 
is not a complete comparison. 

Tim Parker Diving Service raises the Schaff house, June 23, 2005 

Aftermath: Dennis Martinez and Vern Beckwith reconstruct dam-
aged  finger piers at E3. 
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Coverage Red Shield FAIR Plan 

“All Risk” except for excluded items – building

 

Yes No 

“All Risk” except for excluded items – personal prop-
erty

 

No No 

Perils of the sea (excluding tidal waves) Yes, both building and contents No 

Fire, wind, hail, lighting, aircraft damage, riot, vehicle 
damage, explosion and smoke 

Yes (these perils are included in the “all risk” cover-
age 

Yes 

Vandalism and malicious mischief Yes Yes 

Theft Yes No 

Glass breakage Yes No 

Additional cost to rebuild due to enforcement of build-
ing laws 

No Yes (optional coverage) 

Accidental discharge or overflow of water from 
plumbing (owner occupied homes) 

Yes No 

Replacement cost – building Yes Yes 

Replacement cost - contents Yes, as an option No 

Damage from watercraft Yes No 

Damage to owned small watercraft Yes, up to $1,000 No 

Floatation (concrete barge, Styrofoam, fiberglass, etc.) Limited to 5% of the home value insured and then 
coverage only provided for damage arising out of fire 
and collision 

No 

Debris Removal Yes No 

Earthquake Yes, as an option Yes, as an option 

Reimbursement for alternate living expenses while 
home is being repaired 

Yes, as an option Yes (10% of the building coverage) 

Personal Liability Yes No (but available at additional cost from 
other insurers) 

Premium payable in installments No, but premium financing available Yes, if premium greater than $250.  40% 
down and two additional installments of 30% 
each.  $2.50 per installment. 

Personal property covered worldwide Yes No 

Floating Home Insurance: continued from previous page  
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Let’s extend a warm welcome to 
new residents, Marie Alison and 
Keith Killgore!  Marie and Keith 
live on the 58’ Hatteras yacht 
fisher, “Primetime“, at Dock E12 
along with their cocker mix, 
Lady;  cats, Fred and Ginger; 
and goldfish, the 3 little pigs.   
Keith and Marie recently sold 
their Oakland Hills home to be-
come fulltime live aboards, their 
first step toward eventual retire-
ment. Keith owns the marine 
construction company, Killgore 
Industries, which was one of the 
contractors installing new pil-
ings at Barnhill Marina last 
Spring.  Keith and Marie plan to 
enjoy living here for the foresee-
able future, and eventually hope 
to purchase retirement property 
in Brazil, Mexico or (Marie’s 
dream), Slovenia!  Marie re-
quests that if anyone sees her 
black cat, Fred,  Slovenia!  Marie 
requests that if anyone sees her 
black cat, Fred,  on the docks, 

please chase him home! 

Let’s also extend a friendly Hi 
and welcome back to Ron 
Kresge.  Ron recently purchased 
the Debardeleben house at 
Dock B13, and is busily settling 
in with his 4 cats: Tuppence, 
Lovejoy, Robbie and Hobbs.  
Ron and his wife, Jody, lived in 
the “Rowing Club” (aka “the 
Dirty Dozen”) house at Dock E10 
in 1992 and 1993 after they lost 
their home in the Oakland hills 
fire of 1991. During that sojourn, 
Ron and Jody discovered they 
loved the floating home lifestyle, 
and dreamed of returning when 
they retired.  After Jody passed 
away in 2001, Ron (now retired) 
started watching for the ideal 
place and found it in B13’s front 
row location.  Many folks here at 
Barnhill have fond memories of 
the Kresge’s, and are delighted 
Ron has returned to our friendly 
community…Welcome Back, 
Ron!  

Marie Alison, Keith Killgore and their 
dog Lady, our new neighbors at 
Dock E12 


