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Just as long-time Barnhill residents were getting 
used to a little peace and quiet, the sounds of jack-
hammers and pile drivers may return in force in 
2007 as a large new retail/residential/office com-
plex called "Alameda Landing" gets underway just 
beyond John Beery's "Boat Hotel."  During public 
meetings in January and February, the project's 
principal developer, Catellus Corp., provided a first 
look at plans for the 77 acre site and conducted 
bus tours for interested residents. And it is, indeed, 
a spectacular location. 

The editors attended the first meeting and tour  
during which we learned that all of the old Navy 
warehouses and the old hospital should begin coming down in 
2007.  There will be a landscaped waterfront promenade ( something 
like S.F.'s Marina Green), with spectacular views down the waterfront 
to the city of San Francisco.  During this initial meeting, Catellus was 
interested in receiving ideas from attendees on what they would like 
to see at the site beyond the planned waterfront offices (more on this 
aspect below), retail (52 acres) and residences (up to 300 units).  At-
tendees wrote their ideas on post-it notes which were then affixed to 
large poster boards.  During a second, follow-up meeting on Febru-
ary 15 at the Officers Club at Alameda Point, Catellus summarized 
and incorporated residents' input from the first meeting and pre-
sented their preliminary plans for the site.  Attendees, including Mr. 
Barnhill, Floyd Hunter, Beth Remenap and the editor, were then  

(continued on next page) 

Alameda Landing site showing new streets and transpor-
tation options. 
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divided up into work groups where the plans were 
actively critiqued and reworked. 

TOO MANY OFFICE BUILDINGS! 

One aspect of Catellus's plans that almost everyone 
at the meeting disliked was the group of 2 to 5-
story office buildings lining the waterfront prome-
nade. Attendees agreed that the waterfront 
promenade should a be a lively, fun and attractive 
space for residents and visitors, and that a long 
block of office buildings that would be devoid of 
life evenings and weekends would not be the best 
use of the site. While Catellus emphasized that the 
offices would be set back from the waterfront, and 
would have some retail on the ground floors, at-
tendees were unanimous in their agreement that 
the retail and restaurants planned for the new"5th 
Avenue" retail street (which will run west to east 
with a view of the estuary and Jack London Sq. on 
its east end) should also flow onto the waterfront 
promenade.  Attendees also requested a perform-
ance/theatrical space, a possible view tower, a dog 
park, kids' playground, and fewer large open park-
ing lots (or "car orchards" as one resident described 
them). 

TRAFFIC ISSUES 

Of course, all residents are concerned about 
the increasing traffic Alameda Landing will 
generate, a concern that will only get worse 
as all of Alameda Point is developed in com-
ing years. The City of Alameda is planning a 
special meeting very soon to address traffic 
issues in relation to Alameda Landing.  

We will continue to cover the Alameda Land-
ing project as it gets underway.  If you have 
comments or suggestions regarding this pro-
ject, send them along to floating-
house@sbcglobal.net and we will publish 
them in a future newsletter and forward 
them to Catellus. 

A workgroup leader presents residents’ ideas & comments 
during the Feb. 15 Alameda Landing meeting. 

(Alameda Landing, continued from page 1) 
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Sandy Privett and Steve Todar hosted a special "Welcome 
Aboard" party for Walter Knox's new bride, Lela Bryan 
Knox last month, and it was a fantastic success.  Many 
Barnhill residents turned out on a Sunday afternoon to 
celebrate Lela and Walter's marriage, and to enjoy 
Sandy's generous and delicious food and drink.  Lela ar-
rived at her new home at Dock C-5 in mid-January, and 
has been busy unpacking and getting settled in - and en-
joying Walter's good cooking!  She admits that Walter is 
so talented in the kitchen that she is delighted to play the 
role of sous chef!  Her tortoiseshell cat, KT, also joined the 
Knox household and has been adjusting to life with her 
new brother and sister cats, Rufus and Emily.  Lela is a 
native of the Pacific Northwest and is descended from 
Swedish emigrants.  She grew up in Seattle and has had 
many different careers: high school home economics 
teacher, professional live-in pet sitter, Reno blackjack 
dealer, and she taught in NYC for awhile.  She has also 
lived in South Africa!  Her latest project is teaching to-
bacco prevention, and she invites everyone to visit her 
new website: nicotinesolutions.com.  She is enjoying her 
new life at Barnhill Marina, and plans to decorate the 
main gate for various holidays using a bounty of decora-
tions left to her by her mother.  Welcome, Lela; we are so 
happy you are a part of our community and Walter's life!   

We would also like to welcome aboard our friendly and 
exuberant new resident, Barbara Chambers!  Barbara 
bought the little "Delta-style" houseboat at Dock B-1 from 
Nina Russo last Fall. She has a demanding job as a Nurse 
Supervisor in a prison where she works long hours.  So 
coming home to the marina is a really nice break! She 
loves living here and plans  a major remodel for her new 
home. Her son, Seth, who is studying to be a policeman, 
is also living at B-1.  Barbara was unavailable for a pic-
ture, but she is hard to miss with her long, golden hair!  
Welcome, Barbara and Seth!  


