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ALAMEDA LANDING: NEW COMPLEX TO GET UNDERWAY IN 2007

Just as long-time Barnhill residents were getting
used to a little peace and quiet, the sounds of jack-
hammers and pile drivers may return in force in
2007 as a large new retail/residential/office com-
plex called "Alameda Landing" gets underway just
beyond John Beery's "Boat Hotel." During public
meetings in January and February, the project's
principal developer, Catellus Corp., provided a first
look at plans for the 77 acre site and conducted
bus tours for interested residents. And it is, indeed,
a spectacular location.

The_ ed|t0r§ attended the first meetmg and tour Alameda Landing site showing new streets and transpor-
during which we learned that all of the old Navy tation options.

warehouses and the old hospital should begin coming down in
2007. There will be a landscaped waterfront promenade ( something
like S.F.'s Marina Green), with spectacular views down the waterfront
to the city of San Francisco. During this initial meeting, Catellus was
interested in receiving ideas from attendees on what they would like
to see at the site beyond the planned waterfront offices (more on this
aspect below), retail (52 acres) and residences (up to 300 units). At-
tendees wrote their ideas on post-it notes which were then affixed to
large poster boards. During a second, follow-up meeting on Febru-
ary 15 at the Officers Club at Alameda Point, Catellus summarized
and incorporated residents' input from the first meeting and pre-
sented their preliminary plans for the site. Attendees, including Mr.
Barnhill, Floyd Hunter, Beth Remenap and the editor, were then

(continued on next page)
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(Alameda Landing, continued from page 1)

divided up into work groups where the plans were
actively critiqued and reworked.

TOO MANY OFFICE BUILDINGS!

One aspect of Catellus's plans that almost everyone
at the meeting disliked was the group of 2 to 5-
story office buildings lining the waterfront prome-
nade. Attendees agreed that the waterfront
promenade should a be a lively, fun and attractive
space for residents and visitors, and that a long
block of office buildings that would be devoid of
life evenings and weekends would not be the best
use of the site. While Catellus emphasized that the
offices would be set back from the waterfront, and
would have some retail on the ground floors, at-
tendees were unanimous in their agreement that
the retail and restaurants planned for the new"5th
Avenue" retail street (which will run west to east
with a view of the estuary and Jack London Sqg. on
its east end) should also flow onto the waterfront
promenade. Attendees also requested a perform-
ance/theatrical space, a possible view tower, a dog
park, kids' playground, and fewer large open park-
ing lots (or "car orchards" as one resident described
them).

A workgroup leader presents residents’ ideas & comments
during the Feb. 15 Alameda Landing meeting.
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TRAFFIC ISSUES

Of course, all residents are concerned about
the increasing traffic Alameda Landing will
generate, a concern that will only get worse
as all of Alameda Point is developed in com-
ing years. The City of Alameda is planning a
special meeting very soon to address traffic
issues in relation to Alameda Landing.

We will continue to cover the Alameda Land-
ing project as it gets underway. If you have
comments or suggestions regarding this pro-
ject, send them along to floating-
house@sbcglobal.net and we will publish
them in a future newsletter and forward
them to Catellus.
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Welcowme A boauwrd!

Sandy Privett and Steve Todar hosted a special "Welcome
Aboard" party for Walter Knox's new bride, Lela Bryan
Knox last month, and it was a fantastic success. Many
Barnhill residents turned out on a Sunday afternoon to
celebrate Lela and Walter's marriage, and to enjoy
Sandy's generous and delicious food and drink. Lela ar-
rived at her new home at Dock C-5 in mid-January, and
has been busy unpacking and getting settled in - and en-
joying Walter's good cooking! She admits that Walter is
so talented in the kitchen that she is delighted to play the
role of sous chef! Her tortoiseshell cat, KT, also joined the
Knox household and has been adjusting to life with her
new brother and sister cats, Rufus and Emily. Lelais a
native of the Pacific Northwest and is descended from
Swedish emigrants. She grew up in Seattle and has had
many different careers: high school home economics
teacher, professional live-in pet sitter, Reno blackjack
dealer, and she taught in NYC for awhile. She has also
lived in South Africa! Her latest project is teaching to-
bacco prevention, and she invites everyone to visit her
new website: nicotinesolutions.com. She is enjoying her
new life at Barnhill Marina, and plans to decorate the
main gate for various holidays using a bounty of decora-
tions left to her by her mother. Welcome, Lela; we are so
happy you are a part of our community and Walter's life!

We would also like to welcome aboard our friendly and
exuberant new resident, Barbara Chambers! Barbara
bought the little "Delta-style” houseboat at Dock B-1 from
Nina Russo last Fall. She has a demanding job as a Nurse
Supervisor in a prison where she works long hours. So
coming home to the marina is a really nice break! She
loves living here and plans a major remodel for her new
home. Her son, Seth, who is studying to be a policeman,
is also living at B-1. Barbara was unavailable for a pic-
ture, but she is hard to miss with her long, golden hair!
Welcome, Barbara and Seth!

Lela and Walter Knox.

Steve and Sandy hosted a cele-
bration for Walter and Lela.

A group of sexy older guys at the
party: Mr. Barnhill, Walter Knox and
Steve Todar!
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Ask Baurney!

The AFHA is proud to announce a new feature in this
quarter's newsletter: a semi+egular column featuring in-
terviews with our marina owner, Mr. Barnhill. Barney will
answer your questions and provide tips about living in
this very special place. The questions in this month's col-
umn were compiled by the editors during conversations
with various residents during this past year. In addition,
Barney has some advice on improving the safety of
wood/fiberglass hulls.

We hope Barnhill residents will enjoy this new column
and find it useful. If there are things you've been wonder-
ing about, or you need advice, or want to comment on
the recommendations in this column, please write to the
editors at floatinghouse@sbcglobal.net, and Barney will
respond in a future column.

IMPROVING THE SAFETY OF FIBERGLASS HULLS

After the Schaff house sank last June, residents with fiberglass hulls may feel a tad worried. Barney
wants to let these residents know that there is a way to ensure that your house won't sink if it
springs a leak or takes on water in "high seas". One way to ensure the safety of your home is to
insert blocks of foam into the hull. Sometimes called foam "logs", they generally run about 12"
thick, 2' wide and 8' long. To hold the foam in place, wood frames should be used, consisting of 1
X 6's or 1 x 4's. Of course, if you opt to insert foam blocks to improve flotation, you sacrifice stor-
age, a major consideration in our small homes. We have an example here at the marina of a home
that used foam inserts to improve flotation: the Scott Gibbs house at Dock B-12. If you would like
to see how foam was used in the Gibbs' house, please call Scott at 521-5474 and leave a message.
He's more than happy to open his hull for a tour!

RESIDENTS' QUESTIONS

Question: When | bought my house, the previous residents told me | should position the ballast so
that the house tips slightly to the side so that water will drain off the roof when it rains. Is this
true?

Barney: No. Itis never a good idea to allow your home to list to one side. You want to position
ballast so that the house is level. This will protect it from excessive wave action. Also, water will roll
off the roof anyway when the house moves due to wave action or winds.

Question. Why is there sometimes a strong sewage smell out in the parking lot near the mail-

P
boxes (Continued next page)
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(Ask Barney, continued)

Barney: The sewage smell is coming from an im-
properly sealed manhole cover in the parking lot
that sits over a structure that monitors sewage
for all of Alameda. Alameda's sewage is carried
through a large pipe underneath our marina
(EBMUD has an easement) over to the big
wastewater treatment plant in Oakland. Barney
has written a number of letters to EBMUD com-
plaining about the odors and asking them to
seal the manhole cover. He will continue to pur-
sue this.
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Question: How do | find out when storage
units are available in the Silo?

Barney: Barney indicated that there is no
longer a formal waiting list for silo space. If you
need to rent storage space, let Tony Fraga
know, and then keep you ear to the grapevine.
Barney said that residents seem to know when
spaces open up (usually this happens when
someone moves). Newly available silo space
will go to the resident who has lived here the
longest.

WHAT ARE THOSE BIG THINGS ANYWAY??

Have you ever wondered about the history of the giant
silos? | know many of our fellow Barnhill neighbors are
not really sure when these structures were built and
what exactly they were used for! We also get many in-
quiries from folks strolling along the sidewalk on their
way to Chevy's or Pasta Pelican. I've overheard people
telling each other they were used to store grain or wa-
ter!

So here's what we know at this point. The date the si-
los were built is open to some conjecture. Mr. Barnhill
owns original plans that appear to indicate the silos
were built in 1934 by the Santa Cruz Portland Cement
Company. However, Jon Clendenin of Dock B-7 be-
lieves they may be older than this, and may have been
in existence at the time of WWI. He suggested that a
search of Alameda’s building permits might turn up
more clues. The editor conducted a search of the City’s
permits (searchable by address) for the 1920s & 1930s,
but no records existed for the silos during this period.
The building permits prior to the 1920s were recorded
by date in large ledger books. Perusing years & years of
chronological ledgers was not feasible! So let's say we
can be pretty sure the silos date to the first quarter of
the 20th Century!

They were used from the 1930s on to store bulk ce-
ment by Pacific Coast Aggregates (PCA), a company
that has gone through many name changes and
merges over the years, but is now known as
RMC/Cemex and is based in Pleasanton.

(Continued next page)

An early 1930s aerial view of the silos (top
right), the waterfront and entrance to the
Posey Tube . Notice the inlet area where
our marina is now located. This image is
from “Postcard History Series: Alameda”,
2005, Arcadia Publishing.
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(History of the Silos, continued)

PCA shipped cement to Alameda from Davenport (near Santa Cruz) to a wharf located where
the ramp to Docks D & E is now located. You can still see the old cement wharf pilings at low
tide. The large steel building behind the silos currently leased by AC3 was PCA’s cement sack-
ing plant, where the cement was bagged and prepared for sale. Some residents recall that the
silos provided cement for the Liberty Ships built next door at Bethlehem Steel during the WW?2
years. Mr. Barnhill conducted business after the war with PCA while he was running his con-
struction business. He bought the silos and adjacent properties (including the wharf and wa-
terfront) from PCA in 1964. At one time, Barney had dreams of converting the silos to condos,
and even devised a plan for a view restaurant on top, but the City balked due to concerns
about earthquake safety. As we all know, the silos serve as storage units and cell phone towers
today, and as a reminder of Alameda’s 20th C. industrial waterfront .

The AFHA is Pleased to Announce
Corporate Membership
to Mariner Square Athletic Club
through our Floating Home Association.

1 $64 per month membership fee.
Regular membership is $84 per month

Senior membership for aged 62 and up is $56 per month with limited hours of use.

2 Unlimited hours use of the facility.
Monday through Friday: 5:30 AM -11:00PM
Weekends: 7:00AM — 7:00PM
No charge for classes (except for prenatal classes and swimming lessons).
Two 1 hour sessions with a trainer to familiarize member with equipment is included.
No contract.
Month to month membership. 30 day notice to terminate membership.
No Entrance Fee if we all sign on the same day.*****x***
$59 one time fee for those who join at another time.

For more information, and to enroll, call Beth by April 9th: Evenings
523-8751/Daytime 337-1033



http://www.marinersq.com
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Our featured artist thismonth is
Sally Ann Jessieof E-4. Sally isa20
year resident of Barnhill Marinawho
is aso an accomplished and talented
potter! Sally has been making pot-
tery since 1965 which is when she
began takng classes at Studio Two in
Oakland. Soon she and a partner
were teaching children the art of
hand-thrown pottery in their Pied-
mont backyards during the summer.
By 1970, this backyard studio ex-
panded into a business located at
Santa Clara Avenue in Oakland
called “440 Workshop.” From 1970-
1973, 440 Workshop was an active
teaching studio and showroom for
high-fired stoneware and porcelain.
Sally specialized in making large
pots, all of which are now in private
collections. 440 Workshop also spe-
cialized in pottery “jack-o-lanterns’
which Sally remembers were big sell-
ers. Sally has continued to enjoy
making beautiful pottery over the
years, and some of her pieces are
pictured at the right. Y ou never
know...Sally’ s pots may turn up on
Antiques Roadshow someday!
Thanks, Sally, for sharing your love
of pottery with your fellow resi-
dents!

Bitists Residence
B o

Casserole & lid, c. early 1970s.

Bowl, c. 1994,

Vase, c. early 1970s.
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Happy Birthday Jeanne Godchaux




