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Holidavy Cheer at Bawrnhill Mawrinav

December at Barnhill Marina: crisp air and
cool rains, holiday lights and color, sharing
both the joys and sorrows of our neighbors,
and opening our homes and hearts to each
other - the kind of month when we all realize
how fortunate we are to live here. The celebra-
tion season began with the annual Lighted
Boat Parade on the estuary. The weather was
perfect, and the procession of lighted yachts a
joy to behold. Some of us got excited and
thought we should enter a decorated boat next
year, perhaps with a pagan/winter solstice
theme! Many wild ideas were proposed while
under the influence of strong libations! The
next big event on the social calendar was an
Open Homes Roving Holiday Fiesta featuring
hors d'oeuvres, drinks and desserts at each
house - essentially a progressive cocktail party!
Five Barnhill homes were open on December
11 for drinking, feasting and merry company.
All agreed it was a great success with 40-plus
attendees, including the "debut" of 3 week old
Theo Simon who was accompanied by his
Mom and Dad and siblings, Sabrinaand Ben.
Other highlights included the fabulous
weather, and the abundance of wonderful

Continued ...

(Top) Beth Remenap and Sally Jessie in Holiday finery. (Below) Brian Godchaux
and Evinrude take in the scene.
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food and libations at each home, especially the open-air bar on the
Killgore's boat and the array of delectable hot hors d'oeuvres created
by Sandy Privett. The ultimate was the chocolate fountain at Angela
Mclntyre' s house which everyone agrees must become a new holiday
tradition! Thanksto all the wonderful hosts who worked so hard and,
in the spirit of the season, shared their homes and hospitality with all
of us. It was awesome!

Erikaand Tony partying on E Dock

Jericho enjoys the chocolate Theo Simon shares center stage with sister
fountain! Sabrina, while Rosemary Reilly playsa
“supporting role”.

Blifists i esilence

Floating home dressed up for the holidays.

Our featured artist
for thisissueis
Walter Knox of C5.
Along with garden-
ing, restoring boats,
and countless other
interests, Walter
enjoys carving
woodblocksto cre-
ate prints. Featured
at left is his evoca
tive woodcut of his
floating home and
sailboat, a perfect
visua summation
of what it feels like
to live at Barnhill
Marina
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AngelaMclntyre' s house at B18 sports a creative and
festive new look. Gorgeous!!

The Freitas house at D17 has a cool new color!

AFHA Sponsors Disaster Preparedness Meeting

by Diane Puntenney and Diane White

Twenty interested Barnhill residents attended a special AFHA
Disaster Preparedness meeting at the Encinal Y acht Club on
December 1, which featured presentations by John McCahan
of the Alameda Red Cross, and Lt. Sharon Oliver of the Ala-
meda Fire Dept. Mr McCahan began the meeting with the
revelation that we all need to be prepared to manage on our

own for as many as 4 days after a catastrophic event. Alameda

has only 27 police and fire personnel on duty each day, and if
we had amajor catastrophe (such asa 7.5 quake on the Hay-
ward fault), they expect as many as 8000 homeless and 400
dead. In addition, they will need thousands of volunteers to
work 12 hour shiftsto assist in the aftermath. We tend to fo-
cus on earthquakes as our most likely disaster event, but Mr.
M cCahan emphasized that the threat of atoxic chemical re-
lease due to our marina's proximity to the Port of Oakland
(currently the 4th busiest Port in the U.S.), and terrorist at-
tacks (again because we are adjacent to a Port) are more sig-
nificant threats facing our community, and both events may
require evacuation. A sobering thought! Mr. Barnhill at-
tended the meeting and emphasized that another significant
threat is sudden severe wind storms like the one that hit in
1982 (see below). The most common disaster: fire!

Some of the basic elements of preparedness are:

e Preparing an evacuation kit and stocking up on supplies
in your home and car that will help you to survive for at
least 72 hours or more. Remember to include medica
tions and cash!

Having an evacuation plan in place, that you have practiced.

Having aplan in place with your family to allow you to
communicate and reunite if you are separated when a disas-
ter strikes. Pick one family member or friend outside the
areathat everyone can call and use as a central contact.

Establishing atrained Marina disaster preparedness team,
with aleader at each dock. Regular, free CERT and CPR
training classes are conducted by the Fire Dept. year-round.

Once we have made these general preparations, the specific risks
we should be aware of include:

High Winds: Thisisarisk highly relevant to our floating
home community and was emphasized during a presentation
by Mr. Barnhill. Very strong storm winds — as seen during
the Norther of 1982 when gusts of 100 mph were felt and a
huge tidal surge caused the docks to slip over the pilings —
may damage or destroy the docks as our homes tug and
strain at the cleats, or our lines may give way due to age or
inadequacy. Mr. Barnhill emphasized that we are all re-
sponsible for securing our homes properly; correctly sized
and tied lines reduce risk to our homes and the docks. We
should also have extra lines, come-alongs and anchors on
hand in event of an emergency. And how adequate are your
fenders? For more guidance on dock lines, see the article
"Are My Dock Lines OK?"' on Page 4.
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e Fire: Our homes are close together, so
fireisarea risk. Thefirst stepisto call
911, the second is to evacuate quickly
and safely, and to alert your neighbors.
Then, if you can do it safely, attempt to
put the fire out. Mr. Barnhill reminded
all of us of the Fire Alarm Boxes on each
dock; in addition to calling 911, we
should aways pull the firealarm. There
are also fire hoses available for our usein
the large yellow units on each dock (see
accompanying pictures).

e Earthquake: Therisks attendant in earth-
quakes are low for us because our homes
are not on solid ground. But, we should
al have emergency supplies available for
the period when community infrastruc-
ture isincapacitated, which in amajor
disaster could be for 4 days or longer. In
addition, portable power generators are
helpful to have for prolonged power out-
ages, though fuel storage and/or short-
ages may be a problem to contend with.

e Toxic chemical release: If atoxic release
or similar hazard occurs, the Alameda
emergency sirenswill sound. These are
the sirens that are tested at noon on the
first Wednesday of every month. When
you hear them, "shelter in place" immedi-
ately, close al windows and doors, and
remain indoors until an al-clear isissued.
Tune your radio to 1280 AM or your TV
to cable channel 15 for more information,
guidance and all-clear announcements.

There was enthusiastic discussion, and many
questions and comments throughout the meet-
ing, and many suggestions for tailoring pre-
paredness procedures for our unigque commu-
nity. Possible follow-up eventsinclude ar-
ranging for home fire extinguisher check-ups
and chimney inspections.

Handouts from the December 1 presentation
and meeting are available from Bill Cox at
B3, or dial 865-3017. Also, Mr. McCahan
pointed out a helpful web site for disaster
preparedness: preparebayarea.com. Another
helpful web site, americanfamilysafety.com,,
has a"Ready Kit" available for purchase
which includes supplies recommended by the
Dept. of Homeland Security. The “Ready

Kit” contains supplies that can sustain
afamily for 72 hours.

Finally, the Red Cross sponsors ongo-
ing first aid classes (call 814-4200),
and the Fire Dept. provides ongoing
Community Emergency Response
Team (CERT) and CPR training
classes; al classesarefree. Call the
Alameda Fire Dept. for information at
337-2127.

Fire hose on E Dock.

Fire darm box at the foot of the ramp on D
Dock.
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Slip,Number Project:
Helping Hire.andRescue-to,Locate.Us

In response to discussions during the
meeting with Fire Dept. Lt. Oliver about
how they would locate our individual
homes during afire or other emergency,
aproject is underway to makeit easier
for fire and rescue units to find us
quickly. Currently al the dispatcher
sees when we dial 911 isthe 2394 Mari-
ner Square address and no dock or dlip
numbers. This means they not only
have to search the Marina but also figure
out if the call is from the various com-
mercial offices and businesses el seawhere
on the property. Lt. Oliver confirmed
that the Dispatch Center has the capabil-
ity of adding our slip numbersto our
personal landline phone numbersin their
emergency database. In a project about
to get underway, residents who wish to
provide a dlip number to appear along
with their land phone line, will be able
to sign up for this helpful service. Bill
Cox and Roberta Bobba will be provid-
ing sign-up sheets for this voluntary

option.

® ®
Ae: My Dock: Lines; OK?

by Bill White

Now that the winter storms are
rolling through Barnhill Ma-
rina, maybe you've been giving
alittle more thought to your
dock lines. Are they going to
keep you safe and secure until
the weather calms down again?

Where To Begin

If you're not sure, the first thing you
should do is go outside (when the rain
lets up) and have alook at them. Are
they chafed and frayed where they
attach to the dock or the house? Are
the knots coming unraveled? Are
there places where lines are obviously

missing? (continued)
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Sometimes, the constant, gentle tugging
of the wind and the tide can gradually
loosen the knots that hold a dock line. If
you notice that this has happened to
yours, it's easy to fix: Just take hold of
them and pull them tight again. If there's
enough free line dangling out of the
knot, you might consider looping it
through itself to make an extra half hitch
on top, asthiswill help reduce the knot's
tendency to work loose again. Another
option, if thelineisfairly new, isto un-
tie the knot and replace it with adiffer-
ent one of atype that's better able to
resist being loosened in this way, but if
thelineisold it will have stiffened into
the shape of the existing knot. It may not
be practical to re-bend it into adifferent
one.

If Lines Need Replacing

If lines are missing or visibly worn and
frayed, they need to be replaced. What
kind of lines should you buy? How
strong do they need to be? Where should
you attach them to the house and the
dock (what's a"spring line"?), and what
kind of knots should you use?

Luckily for us, the best kind of line for
attaching a boat -- or ahouse -- to a
dock is one of the cheapest: nylon. Ny-
lon is good because it's very strong, it
lasts along time, and it stretches. This
elastic quality of nylon line will soften
the jolts that occur when the dock rides
up on the peak of a passing boat wake
while your house drops into the trough.

To maximize the stretch of your dock
lines, make them long; thisis part of the
reason "spring lines' are used on boats.
On atypical boat, alineistied near the
stern of the boat and brought back to
attach to the dock near the bow. Another
lineis often led from the bow of the boat
to an attachment on the dock near the
stern. These are spring lines. Because
the lines are long, and because they can
stretch, they allow the boat to ride up
and down on the water relative to the
dock, minimizing the strain on the dock,
the boat and the lines themselves.

The same concept can be used when
tying your floating home to the dock.
Instead of just using short linesto

attach the corners of the house to the near-
est dock rings, use longer lines and cross
them in the space between the house and
the dock. Back them up with long lines
that run from the far corners of the house
to the dock, and finish up with shorter
lines between the near corners and the
nearest dock rings. Keep those shorter
lines long enough to allow the long lines
to take all of the normal strain -- they're
only there to serve as backups, and should
be slack most of thetime.

How strong -- how thick -- should your
new dock lines be? A good rule of thumb
isto uselinesthat are 3/4 of aninchin
diameter. The strength of alineincreases
dramatically asthe diameter increases: A
3/4-inch line will hold up under almost
18,000 pounds of strain. By comparison, a
1/2-inch line will hold 7500 pounds, and a
1-inch line will hold nearly 30,000
pounds. Y our house weighs alot more
than that -- most likely somewhere in the
neighborhood of 200,000 pounds -- but
your dock lines don't have to be strong
enough to lift your house. They only have
to keep it attached to the dock while the
wind and the tide try to push it loose.
(This suggests that another way to look at
this problem isto consider that the lines
only need to be as strong as the dock hard-
ware to which they're attached.)

Tying One On

Once you've planned where your new
lineswill run, measured the distances, and
visited your local marine retail store to
buy them, how will you attach them to the
dock?

The strongest, most chafe-resistant option
isto splice the end of each line around a
metal loop called a“thimble”, and attach
the thimble to the dock ring with a
shackle. A shackle is a piece of hardware
in the shape of aD; it looks like achain
link cut in half, with a sturdy bolt forming
the straight part of the D. The round part
loops through the dock ring and the thim-
ble, and the bolt holdsit all together. Of-
ten, abit of copper or stainless steel wire
iswound through a hole in the top of the
bolt and around the shaft to prevent it
from accidentally coming unscrewed. The
splice will never unravel, and the metal
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thimble won't chafe through, so thisisan
extremely reliable way to attach your
lines to the dock.

Eye splice on athimble.

The alternative to the splice-and-thimble
method is to use a good knat. If you do it
this way, you can minimize chafing of the
line against the dock ring by making a
complete loop of the line through the
ring, instead of just passing it once
through. (Sailors call thisa"round turn®;
the line goes all the way around.) But
which knot should you tie after making
your round turn?

If you're not familiar with knots, you may
wonder why there are so many different
kinds, and which one is the best. Why
can't everyone just agree to use the best
knot, and forget about all the others?

The answer is simple: Some knots are
good for some purposes, and others are
good for others, and every knot is de-
signed to meet a specific set of require-
ments. Some knots are best for tying two
lines together; others are better for attach-
ing aline to a post. Sometimes it'simpor-
tant that aknot be easy to untie when
you're finished with it (think of your shoe
laces, which you tie with a double-dlipped
reef knot); sometimes you want the knot
to stay tied forever. Because knots are
used for so many different purposes,
they've evolved to become so varied that
there's actually a particular knot that's
designed to tether acamel! Camels are
famous for drooling, and that can cause
an ordinary hitch to pull apart. The camel
hitch is designed to hold together even
when soaked with slippery drool.

But it'sto be hoped that no one will be
drooling on your dock lines, so what's the
best knot to use for them?
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Some argue that the best knot for attach-
ing alineto aring is an anchor bend, also
called afisherman's bend. An anchor bend
has around turn as part of its design, and
this may be part of the reason it's favored
for this purpose; another reason isthat it
will hold tight under almost any strain.
The disadvantage of the anchor bend is
that it does tend to come loose under the
constant tug-and-release that a dock line
endures, but you can prevent this from
happening by either tying an extra half
hitch in the end of the line or fastening the
loose end tightly with sail twine or other
small line -- a practice that's known as
"seizing".

Anchor Bend

Another good choice, and one to which
thiswriter is partial, is the bowline. The
bowlineisversatile, it's easy to tie, it will
hold tight under almost any conditions,
and it has one specia characterigtic: It's
easy to untie again, even if avery heavy
strain has been applied to it.

Bowline with a round turn.

A third optionisto use 2 or 3 (or 4) half
hitches. This choice doesn't have the "snob
appeal" of anice anchor bend or bowline,
and it will tend to work loose over time, so
will need to be monitored and tightened
down again. But almost anyone cantie a

half hitch, evenin an old, stiff line, and
aknot made up of a series of these will
hold perfectly well against the strain of
awinter storm. Like an anchor bend, a
series of half hitches can be made more
secure by seizing the loose end.

Half hitches with a round turn.

Is there anything else you can do to keep
yourself safe and comfortable with re-
spect to your dock lines this winter?

If you're feeling a sharp jolt whenever the
house pulls against the dock, you might
consider putting "snubbers* on your

lines. These are rubber cylinders that you
wrap your line around and around, and
that add a little extra stretch when the
boat and the dock suddenly pull in oppo-
site directions. A snubber for a 3/4-inch
linewill cost you about $50 at your local
marine supply store.

Preparing for Heavy Weather

For an extra measure of safety, some peo-
ple recommend keeping a good anchor
handy. If you do this, you'll need a sub-
stantial one, along with alength of chain
(30 feet ought to do it) and a good, long
length of nylon line (at least 200 feet).
An anchor could help hold both your
house and the dock if the wind really
blows hard, but you'd have to plan ahead
and set it well out from the house before
the storm became dangerously strong.

Of course, if there was a catastrophic
failure of the docks, and you found your-
self being blown down the estuary, en
route to the Golden Gate, you might wish
you had an anchor. Then again, with their
low freeboard and flimsy windows, our
homes aren't designed to handle the open
water, so if you found yourself out there
an anchor might not be too much help.
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Something that really could help, by
keeping you in the vicinity of the marina
even if your lines or dock fasteningsfail,
is extraline: If you had a couple of
lengths of good, strong line available,
you could loop some of it around the
pilings in an emergency. Y ou could also
use some of it to secure aneighbor's
home or boat if it showed signs of com-
ing loose. A come-along or two would
give you the leverage you'd need to pull
your house back to the dock, once you
had those extralinesin place.

Don’'t Worry

You'll probably be perfectly safe
through the storms thiswinter. But if
you take a hard look at your dock lines
now, tighten any loose knots, and re-
place any worn lines, you'll sleep better
when the wind picks up.

l’art 2 Relmilding the:Scliaff Hous.e;
A\Continuing Saga

by Bob Schaff

Under construction —it’s atime-honored
state of affairs. Applied in recent timesto
many of those ubiquitous pages on the
world-wide web, but in this case we mean
itin avery traditional sense. Our own
home here in Barnhill. The recovery has
finally begun!

After the events of this past June (see
September, “What We Learned”), we
were beginning to think we'd be spending
the summer of 2006 still waiting to sleep
in our own house again. But thanks to the
many folks playing key rolesin this ad-
venture, our confidenceisfinally return-
ing. We'd like to share some of the ups
and downs of the process with you.

First of al, don't expect a speedy recovery
to amajor upset such asafire or flood.
It's just not going to happen. We only
have to look to the terrible events of this
fall in Louisianaand Mississippi for an
extreme exampl e of this unhappy fact of
life. In our case, we'd hoped to see the
hammers swinging by September, then
October, then November... Well, you get
theidea.



NEwS AROUND THE DoOCKS

After settling in at the Simon house for the
interim (yes, we needed agreements, approv-
als, etc., etc.) Aleand | began the long proc-
ess of deciding just what to do. John Ratto,
our Red Shield insurance adjustor, worked
long and hard to get an estimate of repairs
approved by the company. Checksto cover
personal losses and living expenses arrived
by mid-August.

A check to begin our re-construction project
finally arrived at the end of September. Re-
member, June 22 was our little trip down
below...

Plans, Permits and Professional Expertise

Then more administrative details. A trip to
the planning office of the City of Alameda—
digital photosin hand —was very helpful. At
least we knew where we stood. Plans and a
permit would absolutely be required. We
might have been able to forego thisfor a
small re-model, say one with little outside
exposure (and less notoriety!). But in this
case, far better safe than sorry (or penalized!).

Enter our new friend and architect, Mark
Woodburn, and an agreement with Red
Shield to cover hisfees. He took our napkin
and back-of-the-envel ope sketches and turned
them into a professional package we could be
proud of. A month down the line, we had our
filing. An additional three weeks passed wait-
ing for the building permit. By the way, it
didn't hurt to call on our own and bug the city
abit in this department...

Looking back, I'm glad | didn't even think of
trying to get any of this part done without the
proper expertise. Although there were cer-
tainly some delaysinvolved, Mark finessed a
number of points for us and managed the
process far better than Aleidaand | could
have ever done alone.

The Construction Contract

Hashing out aformal contract for construc-
tion services was the next hurdle. A new
closet, alittle larger kitchen (imagine that!).
It all added up. Han's Construction came well
recommended, and with alittle more patience
we arrived at afinal version of our “wish
list.”
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So we've signed on the dotted line, pur-
chased the windows and doors, and con-
struction isunder way. Never mind it's
nearly Christmas! They've framed in our
small expansions (we pay extrafor those
of course!), and we're looking forward to
seeing the porch and patio redone. Stay
tuned.

I’m writing this from Mexico with mixed

feelings. We've packed up and gone for
the holidays— but I'd really liked to have
stayed and played dockside supervisor
for the entire process. No doubt I'll re-

Two Views of the Schaff house
under reconstruction.

turn to find out all the things I've missed.
More to come on wrestling with Home
Depot, East Bay Pump, and amountain
of other details.

In any case, our best wishes and happy
holidaysto all. What could be better than
to begin another New Y ear on the water?
Feliz Navidad!

And The Winner Is. ..

Beth Remenap was the randomly se-
lected winner of the “Who Am " game
featured in the September issue. She
correctly guessed that the studly young
football player pictured hereis
MARVIN BUSHNELL of E11. Along
with the 2 other correct guesses (Peg
and Tony Fraga, and Art and Scotti
England also guessed correctly), Marvin
drew Beth’s name out of a Santa hat just
before Christmas. Beth received a bot-
tle of champagne and a $25 Trader Joe's
gift card for her correct guess. Con-
gratulations from the AFHA! Asfor the
clues: Red isfor Marvin's favorite team,

Marvin Bushnell

the Nebraska Cornhuskers; he likes dirt because he used to work in con-
struction; and he wears shorts amost year-round for his“hot legs’! Many
thanks to Marvin and Jodi Bushnell for sharing the great snapshot; they
also received a bottle of champagne and a gift card from the AFHA.

If you would like to see this feature continued in future issues, and have a
picture of yourself to share, please contact us at 769-9588 or via email at

floatinghouse@sbcglobal .net.
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Sonsor’'sPage: Financial Benefits
Credit Union

FBCU Announces Monthly CD Dividends And New Online CyberBranch

2005 has been an exciting year for Financial Benefits Credit Un-
ion. Not only have we introduced two new floating home loan
programs but we have refined our Certificate of Deposit program
to bring our members higher earnings and we have debuted Cy-
berBranch — our 24-hour 7-day-a-week online branch!

In our last update to AFH members, we told you about our new
loan offerings. Now let’ s touch on the other changes that we have
welcomed at FBCU.

Until recently, if amember opened up a Certificate of Deposit,
the credit union would pay dividends on the account at the date
the certificate matured. Now, the credit union will be paying
those dividends monthly, which will allow your CD to earn at a
higher rate!

In addition to that, President/CEO John R. Schaffner, does his
best to ensure that the credit union’s CD dividend rates are highly
competitive with other financial ingtitutions. When members
save, Schaffner explains, the credit union can make more money
available to members who wish to borrow. So in order to encour-
age members to save, you have offer a product that is at least
equal to or better then the “big boys on the block.” That isthe
credit union’s goal with its CD program.

On the latest technical front, the credit union opened up Cyber-
Branch.

CyberBranch makes online access available for our members. It
has al the bells and whistles of any online banking program. In-
cluded with basic CyberBranch access are the following features:

1 Balance information.
2 Online account history.

3 Members can download history to Quicken, Excel or
Money.

4 Y ear-to-date and prior year tax information.
5 Transfer funds.

6 Withdrawal requests.

7 Estatements.

8 Online forms, which include address changes, stop pay-
ments, requests to open checking and CDs, and apply for
aloan.

9 eMessage — message the credit union on an encrypted
website.

And the cost of all of these features? Nothing.

For those members with checking, free Electronic Bill Pay is
also available.

So check us out! We' ve got alot to show off!

LOTTERY GAME

2 YowMay BeA Lottery Gaane Wirwner!

To encourage participation in the AFHA, FBCU gen-
erously sponsors a $50 random drawing from
among AFHA members! Our winners last quarter
were Bob and Aleida Schaff.

ilhis quarters 50

To claim your prize, bring an ID and a copy of this
article to FBCU, 1528 Webster Street, Alameda.

winner Is: DOd(/# 85
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SADLER & Co.,
Insurance Brokers, Inc.

We specialize in houseboat/floating home insurance.
Fire and Liability coverage is available at competitive
rates.

Call for a free quote!
Telephone 415 -457-2400 - Fax 415-457-2520
Email:;jay@sadlerinc.com

Over 60% of houseboat owners in Marin County can’t
be wrong.

Serving the insurance needs of Californian’s for four
generations. It costs you nothing to check us out
and compare rates.




